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Extracts from Message Lectures by Hazrat Inayat Khan

Providence has brought us here together, that we may speak and meet with one another and that we may think and pray together so that we may discover the privilege of serving our fellowmen in the course of God and humanity.

The movement is destined to be a world movement, however small it is just now. But it was born with the promise that it shall touch every part of the world, bringing the message of God to all countries and all cultures.

But for that task we do need an organization, just like when wanting to cross the oceans one needs to travel on a ship. Even the soul, which is of divine origin, adopts an earthly body in order to experience life on earth. Therefore, the Sufi Movement is to be seen as a building which is necessary to have when working for the spreading of the divine message to the world at large.

All the different distinctions which appear in the Sufi Movement should not be considered as spiritual grades. They should only be considered as either greater or smaller responsibilities. As it happens (or as it has to be), some mureeds have been given either greater or smaller responsibilities in order to lead the Sufi Movement in all its activities.

Every mureed is a responsible representative, and although every mureed offers a different aspect of the picture, still every mureed is responsible for the dignity of the Movement. 

The inner ideal is focused on the spirit of guidance, “the teacher of all teachers” which is the source of inspiration of the world of science. It is the source of creativity to the world of art and music. It is the spirit of guidance in all power behind “the call for liberty” which is growing day by day in the social world. To the religious world the spirit of guidance calls out loud for liberty of spiritual ideals, which is the condition for raising human understanding to a level of spiritual awakening. 

When one asks how can one serve one’s fellowmen? it is then, that one begins to realize that one’s life has become more meaningful, and that one could also be useful to others.

When this inclination is awakened in a mureed, it is then that the mureed has awakened to the Message. 

Very often our own methods may seem to be different between us, and these difficulties shall always remain as long as the true ideal behind these methods is not clearly understood. furthermore, we have in our inner school we have different grades, corresponding to the various initiations, as well as different Sufi names. We also have the distinction of the yellow robes.  But it must be understood that a robe or a name is not given in order to distinguish a mureed as being either superior or inferior, the one from the other. We are all equal and we shall all stand equal before God. Perhaps the humblest, the most modern, is in reality the most spiritual. What do we know? the spiritual ideal is too sacred to discuss about or to judge.

Wherever the Message of God has been given to humanity and at whichever time it was given, it’s central theme has always been inspired by the great ideal of brother- and sisterhood.

Our confidence and trust in the Sufi Message must offer us strength to stand firm in the service of God and humanity, and we should never let ourselves become discouraged because our work is still in its infancy and is just only beginning to spread. It does not matter how few we are in this historical period. The number of followers is not important. What is important is the attitude of the followers. And to the question ‘who shall take care of the Message in the future’, the answer is: God shall take care of it. And the few who have been brought together by providence to work hand in hand, are the guardians of this great Cause. 
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